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A DISCOURSE 
Upon the Duration of Future Ponisiment. 

By the Rev. Henry Ruffner, A. M. Professor of 

Languages in Washington College. Rich- 

mond: Printed by N. Pollard. 1823. 

THE TEXT. 
“ These shall go away into everlasting punishment.” 
Mart. xxv. 46. First clause. 
(Concluded from p. 290.) 

Yet would the sinner fain plead the goodness of 
God against the denunciations of his word. Truly, 
Giod is good. He has written the character of his 
benevolence upon a thousand of his works. What 
a beautiful world has he made for us! How has 
he furnished it with accommodations, necessary, 
useful, beautiful, sublime! What store of objects 
to gratify the senses, to delight the fancy, to exer- 
cise the understanding, and to excite every pure 
and noble affection of the heart! How variously 
beautiful the scenes of nature! Seas, lands, rills 
purling through shady vallies; plains spreading 
forth the exuberance of fields and meadows, stock- 
ed with verdant plants and sportive animals; hills 
lifting up their gentle acclivities, mountains veiling 
their lofty tops with the clouds of heaven. 

Then look upwards by night or day. Behold the 
sun in his glory, the moon with her mild radiance, 
the hosts of far-twinkling stars. The hand that 
made all those things, formed us with faculties to 
enjoy them. But we broke his laws—abused his 
gifts—and pertinaciously refused him obedience, 
gratitude, and communion with our hearts. Then 
our insulted Creator also manifested a Saviour’s 
mercy. The price of our redemption was the gift 
and crucifixion of God’s only begotten Son. He 
freely gave him up for us all. Law and justice re- 
quired our destruction: the heavenly Redeemer to 
open a way of pardon, comes in humiliation, abides 
in travail and grief, departs in agony and death. 
Then his heralds sound the joyful proclamation, 
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Fathe 
through our Lord Jesus Christ to every penitent 
believer. But this is the last remedy. He that 
believeth not, shall be damned. Now salvation 
may be found. But never more. Such is the sub- 
stance of the evangelical message. Thus does God 
manifest infinite goodness and mercy; by mak- 
ing such an offer, at such an expense to such char- 
acters. However beautiful this world; yet even in 
its primitive glory when Eden bloomed, it was but 
a faint type of heaven. The God of love offers 
you heaven itself, upon the most gracious terms, as 
a free, irrevocable gift. But some of you, 1 fear, 





your transgressions to boliness, for your character, 
heaven for your home, and God for your Father. 
Perhaps some of you have rejected all these with 
bitter contempt. God has chosen thus far to dis- 
play his goodness towards you, and such is the use 
you have made of the indulgence. Is justice a per- 
fection of the universal Judge? Where then sleeps 
his justice? When will it awake? How will it 
exhibit the hatred to consummate wickedness of 
Him who is thrice Holy? His infinite abhorrence 
of the most atrocious enormity, the most infernal 
ingratitude, and the most damnable despite to His 
bleeding mercy—shal] be at last revealed. Oh Sin- 
ner, after thy hard and impenitent heart, thou art 
treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath and 
the revelation of the righteous judgment of thy God. 
Hear what he has pledged his veracity to do with 
you, except you avert it by a timely repentance. 
Disease and pain must waste your body, until 
death closes your eyes upon sun, moon, and stars— 
upon all the beauties of nature—upon kindred and 
friends—the endearments of love and the comforts 
of home:—and you must never know them more. 
Your spirit must be imprisoned in darkness, till all 
the generations of men have past away, and you 
hear from above the trump of God.  Impelled 
by ommipotence, you must return to your grave, 
resume your body, and open your eyes once more. 
Think you to behold on earth the calm and beau- 
teous scene upon which you had closed your eyes. 
Oh, dreadful change! The sun is quenched—the 
moon is blood—the stars have fallea—flames burst 
the globe—mountains melt away—thunders peal 
around the sky—and far beyond it glitters the throne 
of Christ. The saints are alieady on his right hand, 
like a firmament of stars :—to his left, streaming up 
from the abyss of darkness come the Devil and his 
angels. You and all like you must join the gloomy 
throng.—The judge opens his mouth—Depart re- 
sounds and thrills through the-universe. Then what 
remains for you’—The worm of conscience—the 
fire of wrath—the blackness of despair—devils— 
liars—traitors—murderers-—blasphemers—rage-— 
terror—remorse—w eeping—wailing—and gnashing 
of teeth. O eternity—eternity !—wilt thou never 
end ?—No—never—never. 

REMARKS. 

Sir—* Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of.” This blustering ill-becomes a sinner, whose 
salvation is given for God’s sake; and not of obli- 
gation to you, for your excellence over your des- 
pised fellows. Sir, alas! for you, if when you, in 
mock solemnity, had closed the last sentence of 





have to this day rejected the offer, and preferred 


your fulunination, God had entered into judgment 
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with you, “infernal ingratitude, and the most dam- 
nable desjite to his bleeding mercy,” would have 
been found at the door of your heart. For, Sir, a 
prophet says, * Enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, for in thy sight shali no man living be jus- 
tified.” Sir, Nathan will say, * Thou art the man.” 
And we say, * Who art thou, that judgest another 
man's servant? to his own master he standeth or 
falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is 
able to make him stands” (Rom. xiv. 4.) We shall 
t-y you, Sir, whether you are of God, who is Love ; 
“for many false prophets are gone out into the 
world.” Sir, “ Hereby know ye [we] the Spirit of 
God. [Love.] Every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ [anointed Saviour] is come in the 
flesh is not of God.” (1 John iv. 2, 3.) You deny 
this. You do not confess that an anointed Saviour 
iscome. You speak of a Destroyer, who will come 
and destroy the offspring of God. You even have 
the impiety to invoke the name of God to sanction 
your antichristian doctrine, and accuse him of 
speaking the words which your own wicked heart 
and wayward head have devised, and which God 
hath never spoken. His Son, the Saviour, has de- 
clared, * Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” (Matt. iv. 4.) You have gone to the ex- 
tremity of opposition to the testimony of God by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets. God hath sworn 
by himself, Wat in Abraham’s seed, Christ, all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed. (Gen. xxii. 16- 
18.) God has “sworn by himself,” saying, “The 
word has gone forth out ot my mouth righteousness, 
and shall not return; that unto me every longue 
shall swear, surely shall say, In the Lord have J 
rivhteousness and strength, to him shall come,” &e. 
(Tsarau xty.) 

You, Sir, say, in open defiance of the solemn 
asseverations of JEHOVAH, guaranteed by his 
OATH, “Hear what he has pledged his veracity 
to do with you, except you avert it by a timely re- 
pentance.” You then relate as the word of God, as 
“his pledged veracity,” that “ Your [man’s] spirit 
must be luprisoned in darkness, | How Jong ?| till 
all the generations of men have passed away, and 
you hear from above the trump of God.  Impelled 
by Ommipotence, you must return to your grave, 
resume your body,” &c. You declare at this time, 
“streaming up from the abyss of darkness come the 
Devil and his angels,’ Kc. Sir, we publicly call 
upon you to produce this, which you solemnly aver 
is the “ pledged veracity of God,” from the Scrip- 
tures. If you fail, we call upon all to witness, that 
you have added unto God's testimony what God 
has never spoken. Paul, an inspired writer, says 
the “last enemy shall be destroyed.” Also, at the 
sounding of the trump, “ we shall all be changed.” 
He declares of the change, that it shall be to im- 
mortality and the heavenly image. (1 Cor. xv.) John 
declares, (Rev. xi. 15.) at the sounding of the se- 
venth angel, (the last trumpet,) “there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ.” Not consigned to your devil. and the 








catalogue of horrors enumerated by you at the close 
of your discourse. 

Sir, we read, “ To the law and to the testimony: 
if they speak not according to this word, it is berause 
there is no livht in them.” (Isa. viti. 20.) We ask 
you, Sir, sok oly, as in the presence of God. 
angels and mer fave you spoken according to the 
word of God’s te > mony by the moath of al? his 

the world began? The lay 
contains no penalt, ‘ke that which you have de 


holy prophets sin 


nounced. The testimony says, “4 the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 4! 
nations shall worship before Him.” (Isa. lii. 19 
Psa. Ixxxvi. 9.) Also, that Christ should destroy the 
Deril, and deliver the captives. “Thou hast as 
cended on high, thou hast led captivity captiv, 
thou hast received gifts for men; [for what men =) 
yea, for the rebellious also, {for what purpose 7} that 
God the Lord might dwell among them.” (Ps; 
Ixviii. 18.) It is added, (verse 20th) “ Our God j: 
the God of salvation.” Not ot damnation, (Sec 
Heb. ii. 14.) You, Sir, “reject the counsel of th 
Most High,” and contradict his testimony! Verily, 
Sir, as the Lord liveth, thou shalt be held account 
able for this thing. Thy way shall be hard, and 
tribulation and anguish shall be upon you. 

Your discourse is characterized by a lamentabl: 
obliquity of expression, and unwarrantable asseve 
rations, ill-becoming one who professes to be thy 
servant of the God of truth and love. Take th 
following, from your 45th page, as one instance of 
wicked dereliction of the testimony of God. © Bur 
this is the last remedy. He that believeth not shall 
be damned. .Vow salvation may be found. But 
never more.” You add, “ Such is the substance ot 
the evangelical message.” What is this, which you 
have made the last remedy? Ans. The sinner’s 
penilence. Sir, what was the first remedy ? In your 
Lith page, you assert, “The price of our redemp- 
tion was the gift and crucifixion of God’s only be 
votten Son. He freely gave him up for us all.” 
\nd, strange to tell, the price is paid, and man is 
nol redeemed. But God’s prophet says, “ He shall 
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be sattsfied.” 
(Isa. liii. 11.) Please to answer, Did Christ travail 
for all? Will he be satisfied with a less number 
than the all for whom he was given? Yea, Sir, in- 
cluding the many who walk in the broad way to de- 
struction? For it is added, “ By Avs knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many, [How 7] for he 
shall bear their iniquities.” (See Matt. viii.) Sur, is 
vot this the first, the last, and the only remedy, 
contained in God’s “ evangelical message ?” 

It is true, “ He that believeth not shall be con- 
demned.” (Not damned. This is not a Scripture 
word!) It is also true, that “He that believeth not 
is condemned already.” (Jolin iii. 18.) But, Su, it 
is not true, that the condemnation is future, poste- 
rior to the present mode of being; and made up 
of the abominable congregation of epithets which 
your righteousness has assembled. Sir, we do not 
ask you to give heed to us, but we command you, by 
authority of your Master, to give heed to his testi 
mony, and beware how you slight or pervert 
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‘ This is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved dakness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil.” John iii. 19, Sir, “ By 
the offence of one, judgment came upon ail men to 
condemnation.” Will all men drink the cup of your 
fury, which you have filled from the exuberance of 
your loveor hatred? Sir, if condemnation, or dam- 
nation, (if you prefer this translation,) is the endless 
wretchedness you have so triumphantly portrayed, 
you shall drink the cup to the very dregs. For you 
have been condemned, in common with all the race 
f Adam. 

[t is possible some may call this harsh language 
which we have used tn our examination of Mr. R.’s 
Discourse. We have used “great plainness of 
speech.” Let those who are offended, if there are 
those, be told, that so long as our conscience is void 
of offence towards God and towards man, the 
opimons of men are of as little estimation with us to 
excite fear, as their applause is, to lure us from what 
we consider to be the path of duty. We shall en- 
deavour, as we have done, to “declare the whole 
counsel of God, whether men will hear, or whethe: 
they will forbear.” If they will hear, and they de- 
rive benefit from our labours, they are the gainers. 
if they will not heav, they sustain the loss. We, so 
fav as we “trust in the Lord, shall stand as mount 
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for 
ever.’ We consider Mr. Raffner in a double sense, 
asa man, and as a false prophet. The man we 
touch not. The false prophet we deal with as God's 
law and testimony directs, unmoved by all the con- 
siderations which money, favour, applause, or fear of 
men or devils can offer. If the reader will accept 
of this digression, which we have written, not for 
our exeuse, but for his consideration, we will pro- 
ceed to the conclusion of our remarks. 

Mr. R. says, “Yet would the sinner fain plead 
the goodness of God against the denunciations of 
his word.” Sir, we, sinners as we are, will fain 
plead God’s goodness against the denunciations 
which you have wickedly attempted to palm upon 
the public as God’s word. But, Sir, we shall not 
undertake to plead God’s goodness against any de- 
uunciations of his word. God has not denounced 
any thing in his word, incompatible with his good- 
ness, which is to all, as well as his tender mercies, 
which are also over all his works. (Psa. exlv. 9.) 
We cheerfully allow you the credit of portraying in 
true colours the beauty of some of God’s works. 
We respond and say, “ Truly, God is good.” Far- 
ther—* We broke his laws—abused his gifts.” 
Whose laws? Whose gifts? You must answer, Those 
of a God who is truly good. What will a truly good 
Giod do with us sinners? Sir, “ we beseech you, by 
the mercies of God,” to receive his testimony. Here 
itis (“| WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR 
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR SINS 
AND THEIR INIQUITIES WILL I REMEM- 
BER NO MORE.” (Heb. viii. 12.) How beautiful 
the interrogation of a truly “ good God’s” prophet! 
“Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth ini- 
quity 2” (Micah vii. 18.) And how honourable to 
God is the enumeration of his benefits conferred 








upon the children of men! “ Bless the Lornp, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits. ho forgiveth 
ALL thine iniquities ; who healeth ALL thy dis- 
eases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; 
who crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender 
mercies.” (Psa. ciii.) What treatment should we 
expect from this “truly good God?” Reason will 
join and say, Such treatment as is compatible with 
goodness. Can we hesitate a moment in deciding 
what goodness is? No. God's testimony settles 
the question for ever. To be good, is to be “ Kind 
tothe unthankful and the evil.” (Luke vi. 27-36.) 
To be unlike God, and like the sinner, is to love 
only those who love us. It is to be “ without natu- 
ral affection, implacable, unmerciful.” (Rom. i. 31.) 
In fine, Sir, it is to be just like your god ! 

Note—We have omuted noticing some of Mr. 
R.’s absurd conclusions, from the considerations, 
that enough has been said to convince an honest 
unprejudiced mind, of the wicked folly of the Dis- 
course, and that more might fatigue the reader. 

Se 
From the Boston Recorder. 
UNIVERSALISM RENOUNCED. 

Mr. Editor—Having been for several years a be- 
liever in the doctrine of Universal Salvation, and 
having used my influence to propagate this doctrine, 
I wish now through your valuable paper to make 
the following communication to the public. | do 
this under a conviction of duty, and with the earn- 
est hope and prayer, that it may be blessed to the 
spiritual good of some, who have embraced this error. 

From the days of my childhood I have possessed 
an independent mind, and never could believe or 
reject any sentiment merely because others did ; 
nor receive any thing upon trust, without supposed 
evidence. However absurd my childish reasons 
were, still I must think and judge for myself. The 
same independence of mind [ have ever main- 
tained in forming my religious opimions ; nor can 
any man, who is personally acquainted with me, 
say I ever blindly and implicitly embraced another 
man’s faith. It is not my object to boast of this in- 
dependence ; but to apprize those, who may read 
this, that I have adopted my present religious views 
uninfluenced by any one. And I wish every reader 
may understand, that I make the following as an 
honest statement of facts; I now declare what has 
passed inmy mind in the fear of God. 

About twelve yeais ago I was very seriously con- 
cerned for the safety and salvation of my soul. I 
did not however yield to the strivings of the Divine 
Spirit; but resolved to conceal my serious impres- 
sions, and made every effort to efface them from my 
mind. About this time I heard of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation; but living in a retired coun- 
try town, | had never heard it preached, nor read 
the writings of any, who advocated it. I thought it 
must be an excellent doctrine, if true, and was re- 
solved to search my Bible, and see what I could find 
to support it. And I fear it is too generally em- 
braced, because those who embrace it first wish tt 
true, and then search for evidence by which they 
may persuade themselves that it is true. As I anx- 
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ously wished it might be true, I soon found several 
" passages in the Bible, which appeared to me to fa- 
vour it; the consequence was, all my serious con- 
Perhaps there is no system of 
religion so directly adapted to banish all serious im- 


cern vanished away. 


pressions from the mind, or which does in fact so 
effectually prevent all serious impressions, as a be- 
lief in the system of Universalism. Not long after 
this | met with Winchester’s Dialogues on Univer- 
sal Restoration; and his reply to the objections he 
considered against his system appeared so conclu- 
sive, that I had few doubts remaining of the truth 
of his sentiments. Soon after | had opportunities 
to hear the doctrine preached, and to read other 
Writings in its vindication, by which means I be- 
came an avowed Universalist. By continuing to 
hear and read, my belief was the more strengthen- 
ed, and I became so positive as not to feel the least 
doubt of the truth of Universalisin ; and in this con- 
firmed state without the least concern about the 
correctness of my beligf, without a single doubt 
that all men would be saved, I continued until the 
last summer. Twice I have been arrested by sick- 
ness, and reduced so low, that I had no expectation 
of recovery ; but my belief was unshaken. This I 
afterwards considered as evidence, that my faith 
was correct; but now I can only regard it as evi- 
dence of my stupidity. I believed ina limited pun- 
ishment hereafter for all the wicked; but did not 
consider myself as belonging to that class, stranger 
as I was to experimental piety. I have often advo- 
cated the doctrine of the immediate happiness of all 
men at death, though I never adopted this opinion 
unhesitatingly ; for it appeared too evident to me, 
that there were some, who deserved a slight punish- 
ment hereafter; these however I firmly believed 
would with all the human family be raised to a state 
of endless happiness. 

A few months ago my attention was, in the kind 
providence of God, (by means of a question pro- 
posed by a pious friend,) directed to my moral con- 
dition, and I was led to very serious reflection. My 
mind was deeply and constantly impressed with the 
conviction that something more was required of me, 
than merely to believe in Universalism. 1 became 
deeply convinced of my morally ruined state, saw 
my guilt and depravity, and felt that my heart must 
be renewed by divine Grace, before I could be hap- 
py in any part of the Universe under the govern- 
ment of a holy God. Still I did not renounce my 
belief in the final restoration of all men to endless 
happiness. I could not renounce this sentiment 
which I had so fondly cherished as the sheet an- 
chor of all my hopes, without the most conclusive 
evidence of its fallacy. But I became fully con- 
vinced, that my impenitence and guilt merited end- 
Jess punishment; and I most earnestly desired and 
fervently prayed, that I might be led into a know- 
ledge of the truth. I ought here, in justice, to state, 
that none of my Christian friends, who so earnestly 
and affectionately entreated me to come to Christ, 
ever disputed with me about my sentiments, or argu- 
ed with me to change my belief. But as Universal- 
ists often urge others, when favourably disposed to 
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Universalism, to read and search for themselyes 
and as I now felt an earnest desire to know the 
truth, however it might condemn my present 
opinions, I was induced candidly to review the 
subject, and examine the evidence on both side< 
and was thus led, as I humbly hope, under the 
guidance of the Divine Spirit, to discover and ey). 


And] 
am constrained under a conviction of duty to de- 


brace, and love the truth, as itis in Jesus, 


clare my decided belief, that the punishment of jj 
who die in their sins will be endless. 

I am also fully convinced of the entire depravity 
of the human heart, and of the exceeding sinfulness 
and unlimited demerit of sin, and however plausible 
and pleasing the opposite sentiments, which I haye 
so fondly embraced, may appear to the unsanctified 
heart, I am constrained cordially to renounce them. 

It is often said by Universalists, that the opposers 
of their system, have never examined it: that they 
do not know what it is, and condemn it too hastily. 
But this cannot in truth be said of me. I have 
firmly believed it more than seven years, and hay 
read most that has been pablished in this country in 
support of Universalism. It cannot then be my ig- 
norance of the doctrine, which has induced me to 
reject it. I have renounced it after a faithful and 
candid examination of all its principles, and fee} sa- 
credly bound to declare that I believe it to be a false 
doctrine, of the most fatal tendency. 

It would occupy too much time, and perhaps be 
entirely useless to those, who are settled down in th: 
confident belief of Universalism, to detail the rea- 
sons, which induce me to believe this system so er- 
roneous and dangerous; and if they be as confident 
in error as I once was, it will be as vain to attempt 
to convince them by argument, as it would have 
been to have convinced me by reason or scripture. 
I know they will all see their error sooner or later ; 
and it is my earnest prayer, that they may see it be- 
fore it be too late. 

Those who hope the system of Universalism is 
true, but are not without doubt, I would most earp- 
estly intreat to pause and consider; and not con- 
clude, that this system may be true, because they 
wish ittrue. I have given the system a fair trial; 
I have firmly believed it, and strenuously advocated 
it; and I now feel an unwavering conviction that 
he who builds his hopes for eternity upon this sys- 
tem, builds his house upon the sand; and that he 
will not be able to die in peace, unless he dies tn 
stupidity. I have been acquainted with all the ar- 
guments, and the entire train of false reasoning, 
which Universalists employ to maintain their fa- 
vourite theory ; but have been constrained by the 
light of evidence and truth to abandon the whole. 

While I believed in Universalism I was earnestly 
engaged to win others to the same belief, and when 
I had opportunity, never failed to engage in argu 
ment with those who opposed it. I have also dis- 
tributed many Universalist Sermons and Magazines. 
and done what [ could to advance the cause of 
Universalism. 

My desire and prayer by this communication is, 
to counteract, if possible, in same measure, the in@e 
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ence I have exerted in favour of error, and to bear 
inv feeble testimony to the truth, as it is in Jesus. 
| would advise all very faithfully to examine their 
wn hearts, while forming their religious sentiments 
_pd attempting to decide what is truth. Let them 
cee that their hearts are right with God, and pre- 
pared to love the truth, and then they will not be 
skely to embrace false doctrine. The arguments 
employed by Universalists, and the passages of 
Scnpture they disconnectedly quote, may appear 
very plausible and conclusive to those, who are in 
 unsanctified state ; but I beseech you, trust them 
vot; for they will not sta@d the test of the last day. 
Jan aware how this honest statement will be re- 
carded by Universalists ; for I know how I should 
once have regarded such a staternent myself. The 
Universalits do not believe in the entire sinfulness 
{tbe human heart, nor in the unlimited demerit of 
sin; and consequently are not expected to embrace 
the other great doctrines of the Gospel. It is my 
earnest desire that none of them may contintie to 
reject the truth, as long as I have. I would assure 
chem, and all who may read this, that it is no fiction, 
and no misrepresentation ; but a simple statement 
ofmy own case; and if questioned, [ am ready to 
testify to its truth. ‘That it may be savingly blessed 
to those, who maintain the errors, I am constrained 
to renounce, and prevent others from embracing the 
same errors, and promote the cause of truth and 
righteousness, is the humble desire and fervent 

prayer of A LATE UNIVERSALIST. 
[The object of the preceding statement is not to 
provoke controversy, or unnecessarily wound the 
feelings of any one, but to counteract the influence 
of errot, and promote the cause of truth and righ- 
wousness. If any should question its authenticity, 
because the writer has not affixed his name, it 1s left 

with the Editor, and may be known at his office. 

Ed. Rec. 

— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
Provipence, January 9, 1824. 
To the Editors of the Magazine. 
Brethren,—I send you enclosed, a communica- 
tion which was written for the RELIGIOUS INTEL- 
LIGENCER, a paper published in this town, edited 
by a Baptist Minister; and which has been de- 
nied by the Editor, a place in his columns, without 
explaining to me or the public, any reasons why it 
was rejected. I therefore submit the communica- 
flon to your inspection, and anticipate its appear- 
ince in the Magazine, should you think the argu- 
ments and remarks which it contains might prove of 
#ny service to the public. 
Yours in the Fairy of ABRAHAM, 

A Raope-Istanp UNiversatist. 


REPLY TO A LATE UNIVERSALIST. 
Mr. Editor,—In looking over your paper ef the 
26th ultimo, my attention was attracted by a com- 
munication taken “ From THE Boston Recorp- 
eR,” and headed “ Universatism Renouncep.” 
As your paper professes to be established upon 


pate that this calm and friendly reply will find an 
early place in the columns of the Intelligencer. 
This writer informs us that he had been a firm be- 
liever in Universal Salvation for more than seven 
years, and then renounced the belief from a con- 
viction that it was false doctrine. 

He apprizes us that the prelude to his conviction 
was a question proposed by a pious friend, which in- 
duced him to some reflection upon his moral condi- 
tion. 

There appears to be something mysterious in this 
statement! Nor can I discover how it is possible for 
aman to expect salvation for himself, without be- 
ing sensible that he is a sinner, and that he stands 
in absolute need of the interposing hand of Divine 
grace to effect his deliverance, and to replenish his 
soul with peace.—Without this, or a similar reflec- 
tion, no man can become an Universalist. I have 
vo doubt that a man may become a deist without 
such moral reflections ; but it is certain, that with- 
out them, he can never be an Universalist. This 
statement, therefore, upon the very face of it, bears 
some of the prominent indications of fraud: and 
I should not be surprized to find that the author of 
the communication which is the subject of these re- 
marks, was really a Deist, during the seven years 
which he mentions. The public are already aware 
that the most groundless and detestable falsehoods 
have been reported, and currently circulated through 
the medium of Religious Newspapers, of Univer- 
salists renouncing the doctrine of impartial grace ; 
and that many of these falsehoods have been detect- 
ed, and with their authors, held up to public view 
as objects of merited contempt. 

The case before us, however, may be different— 
There is a conceivable possibility of a man who has 
been an Universalist, having lost the evidences of 
his faith, so far as to embrace the doctrine of end- 
less suffering in a future state. 

Now what does all this prove ? Nothing more 
than that this man’s belief of a future state is differ- 
ent now from what it once was. It does not prove 
that his present views are correct; or, that his for- 
mer sentiments were false. One thing, however, 
is certain; if the communication under considera- 
yon, be not “a pious fraud,” the author of that 
communication must now €ntertain less exalted 
views of the power, benevolence, and grace of God 
than he once did ; consequently must esteem that 
grace in the same descending ratio, as its efficiency 
in the work of salvation has diminished in his un- 
derstanding. 

This communication, it seems, affords a momen- 
tary triumph to the believers of endless misery ; has 
given additional interest to a recent conference, and 
elicited a new burst of eloquence ! 

But why should the renunciation of Universal- 
ism by a solitary individual produce such an exeite- 
ment, o give rise to so much exultation among the 
believers of limited grace ? The most consistent an- 
swer which reason and experience can furnish, is, 
the extreme novelty of the case! And for want of 
similar occurrences, even the ashes of the dead have 





principles that are impartial, 1 confidently antici- 





been disturbed, and they have been made to speak 





















ian | 
Ye " 

ys 
‘ } a} 


a 






PZ, 


wt. 


ise wn ee 



















ee 
‘i 
. . 
ett 

*¢ 

\ 4 
‘Saia 
* 3 
; f 











S02 GOSPEL HERALD. 








a language on the eve of their departure to the| reasonable man blush. The third article of this 
world of spirits which never found a place among! new creed, caps the climax of his inconsistenc, 
the number of their thoughts in the land of the liv-| In this he supposes sin to be of infinite or unlimited 
mg. demerit. What is sin? St. Paul answers, “ Sip 

After all, I do not find it in my heart to attach] the transgression of the law.” Now I ask, is th, 
any great share of blame to those brethren who ex- transgression of the law an act of the creature man * 
ult in this renunciation of Universalism, (provided| Again; Is the creature man, an infinite, or fini, 
it be real) for it is quite probable they will not be} being ? Finite, most certainly. How then cay , 
furnished for years to come with a similar occur-| infinite act proceed from a finite being? a by ing |i- 
ence, to excite such evident demonstrations of joy.| mited in all his powers! Or how can an infinite of. 

{ cannot in justice dismiss this nominal renunci- | fect result from a finite cause ? The reader Will see 
ation, without calling the reader’s attention to what | that these questions can never be answered in a w., 
this writer calls the truth, and which he informs us| to give the least countenance to the hypothesis w, 
he has been brought to embrace and love. These] are considering. 
are his words, “IT am constrained under a convic- Again,—If sin be an infinite evil, can the sinyer 
tion of duty to declare my decided belief, that the | ever add to the sum of his guilt, after the commis. 
punishment of all who die in their sins will be end-| sion of one offence, by the perpetration of a thoy. 
less. I am also fully convinced of the entire de-| sand crimes? To increase the guilt of a being why 
pravity of the human heart, and the exceeding sin-] is infinitely criminal, is utterly impossible. (py 
fulness and unlimited demerit of sin.” Here we supposition, therefore, that sin is an infinite eyil, 
are furnished with the sum of his new creed, with] the man who has committed one offence, may sy 
which he would have us believe his heart is in love!] with impunity all the rest of his life ; for there ey 
The first article w..ich it contains, asserts the end-| not be the least danger of adding to his eriminaly 
less punishment of sinners. 1 can easily admit that] or his punishment—for one sin, according to ths 
he really believes the sinner will be endlessly mise-] sentiment, would merit an infinite punishment, aod 
rable ; but how can I be persuaded ‘that he loves this] a million could merit no more!! If this doctri 
supposed truth ? I cannot possiliy give credit to his] namely—the doctrine of infinite sin, be not den 
assertion, without either dismissing from my heart] ralizing in its influence upon the mind, by enc 
every charitable sentiment concerning his charac- raging the repetition of sin, L know of no doctrine 
ter and feelings, or being furnished with satisfacto- | that would be dangerous to the morals of society ! 
ry proof that he is a confirmed maniac! No man Reader, I wish to ask you one platy question— 
ever loved a truth in which he could not rejoice.| Can you believe the writer of the renunciation 
And for a man to assert that he is in love with, or] cere, {provided his intellects are not disori: 
that he can rejoice in anticipation of the endless} when he tells you that tofal depravity, infinite sv 
suffering of a fellow-being, takes upon himself a] and endless misery, are truths which he loves? Es 
character which can never be designated by any] tend, dear reader, I beseech you, the haleyon wing 
epithet in the catalogue of names, except it be that] of pity, and pray that he may be restored to his 
of a demon incarnate! The very language of this} right mind, and to the love and practice of the 
assertion, if it be not the incoherent ravings of a] truth as it is revealed in the gospel of Christ. 
disordered intellect, is proof positive of a deep-root- As the renunciation of Universalism by a solitary 
ed malignity to the beings of our race, or the most | individual, is eagerly embraced by many, as a prov! 
stubborn unreconciliation to the revealed wi!] of] that the doctrine is false, Tam inclined to favor the 
God! For “ God will have all men to be saved,| advocates of endless misery with a few examples 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” | similar proof in relation to the doctrine which I pro- 
1 Tim. ii. 4. fess. 

Nor does the second article of this new creed,| The following are the names of a few of the Uni 
evince a greater degree of sanity, or consistency, versalist Clergymen, who were formerly belie’ 
than the first. This embraces the sentiment of total ers in the doctrine of Endless Misery, and hay 
depravity.—Now if a being be totally destitute of | RENOUNCED that sentiment. 
any moral ability to do good, where is the justice Zephaniah Lathe, formerly a Baptist, 
of condemning, or punishing him for the non-per- Thomas Gross, do. Congregationalis 
formance of good deeds ?—Nothing could be more Nehemiah Dodge, do. Baptist. 
arbitrary, cruel, or unjust, than to punish a man for Mr. Funk, do. Lutheran. 
not doing an act, for the performance of which he Hollis Sampson, do. Congregationalist 
possessed no proper ability. J.S. Thompson, do. Methodist. 

In order to admit the doctrine of total depravity, Benjamin, Hicor, do. do. 
we are forced to deny the existence of sin! For the Zelotes Fuller, do. do. 
power, or ability to do good, is the power to do evil : Eliphalet Case, do. do. 
and whenever this power to do a good action is mis- Hosea Ballou, do. Baptist. 
approved, or misapplied, it renders its possessor a -Idin Ballou, do. do. 
transgressor—and yet a man, according to this wri- David Ballou, do. do. 
ter, must be endlessly miserable for doing, or hot “Ibner Kneeland, do. do. 
doing what he had no ability to perform! ! Such Walter Balfour, do. do. 

a tissue of absurdity is surely enough to make a J. E. Paliner do. do 
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JA. Kinsman, do. do. 

Seth Jones, do. do. 

Mr. Crossman, do. do. 

Mr. Underwood, do. do. 

Jacob Frieze, do. do. 

vsakel Davis, do. Episcopalian. 
Thomas Jones, do. Methodist. 
Edw. Alitchell, de. do. 
Thomas F. King, do. do. 


Ezra Leonard, do. Congregationalist. 
The Gentlemen whose names are here given, 
are still living, and can answer for themselves, 
uf culled on. 


nature might be produced from among the living, 


‘Thousands of examples of a similar 


and many of the pious dead, who we trust, are gone 
to realize what their faith so ardently embraced, 
might be added to the number—But I forbear. The 
yenerable names of many Universalists in this town, 
who have been believers in the popular creeds, will 
long be cherished in the remembrance of a grateful 
people, as worthy examples of christian faith and 
moral rectitude. 
Yours, most sincerely, 
A Ruope-Istanp Universauist. 
Nore.—The author of the piece alluded to in the 
foregoing “ Reply,” is known to have stated after 
he pretended to renounce Universalism, that he did 
nol believe in the doctrine of endless misery, but 
that he believed all men would finally be saved ! 
Thus, if his own declarations are to be credited, he 
at one and the same time, both held to Universal- 
ism and renounced it! He is an apt scholar in the 
study of Orthodoxy, for he has already learned the 
language of inconsistency and contradiction. 
Edit. U. Mag. 
—j>- — 
rO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Gen. iii. 22. “ Behold, the man has become as one 
efus, to know good and evil.” Here the Loid 
made use of the word us, when speaking of himself. 
Gen. iv. 16, 17. “And Cain went out from the 
presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, 
onthe east of Eden. And Cain knew his wife.” 
Where did Cain get his wife; as Adam and Eve, 
Cainand Abel, were all that were living at that 


ume? Your remarks on the above, will much 
oblige A SUBSCRIBER. 
Rochester, (N. Y.) Dee. 21, 1823. 


REMARKS. 

Our corrrespondent’s first query, relative to God’s 
speaking of himself in the plural number, cannot, 
of itself, amount to any thing, as proof of a plurality 
of persons or existences in God. For (if we do not 
inistake,) the Scriptures represent God as speaking 
of himself, and using the personal pronoun “I,” in 
the singular number, one hundred and eighty times. 
If these modes of expression are to be introduced 
as evidence, there are about one hundred and eighty 
witnesses on one side of the question, and only tvo 
or three on the other. Surely, “in the multitude 
of counsellors there is safety.” 

The second query, “Where did Cain get his 
wife ?” Is easily answered. But, before we answer 


that if he refuses to admit the evidence we produce, 
he shall prove to the contrary of our premises and 
conclusions. In plain English. We shal! name the 
very place, where Cain married his wife. If our 
correspondent disputes the truth of our evidence, 
let him inform us where Cain’s wife was found and 
obtained. 
We learn (Gen. ii. 8.) that “ God planted a gar- 
den (a green place, or Paradise) eastward in Eden.” 
Eden, then, is the place, or location of the garden. 
When the man sinned, “ God drove out the man.” 
The man was then in Eden, but not in the garden, 
the green place. Cain, after his transgression, went 
out from Eden, “and dwelt in the land of Nod, on 
the east of Eden.” The same as to go out fiom 
New-York, and dwell in Connecticut. Cain ob- 
tained his wife in Eden. But our correspondent’s 
great difficulty is, to find a wife any where tor Cain, 
unless he marries him to his mother, who, he sup- 
poses, was at that time the only woman in the 
world. This isa sad mistake. Eve was the mother 
of a blooming family, as we learn from the genea- 
logical account of Adam’s posterity, in Gen. v., the 
order of the arrangement of which, has nothing to 
do with the time of Cain’s marriage. We are told 
of Adam, that “he lived nine hundred and thirty 
years.” That “he begat sons and daughters.” There 
is no mystery here. Cain married his wite in Eden. 
We regret that we cannot state with precision her 
age, complexion, and the names of all who were at 
the wedding. 
—g—- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Hudson, 12th month 28th, 1823. 
Friend Fitz—As I am a constant reader of the 
Gospel Herald, and well remember the religious con- 
troversy that took place between thee and William 
Dean of Dutchess county, some time smce, I 
thought an account of his happy exit, might be 
gratifying not only to the Editor, but to the readers 
of the Gospel Herald. His life corresponded with 
his belief, that “immortality” could only be ob- 
tained “by a patent continuance in well doing ; 
seeking for (spiritual) glory, honour, and immor- 
tality,” as Paul said. Whether his belief was true 
or not, if it would cause people to live as he lived, 
happy and godly, doing good to all, I would to 
God that the whole world believed it; then, they 
would die as he died, feeling “the power and the 
wisdom of God,” to clothe his soul with perfect 
peace and joy. “The religion (said he) that I have 
lived by, I now find will do to die by.” His reli- 
gion brought him to the possession of solid and 
substantial virtue. 
“ Virtue sole survives—immortal, never-failing 
friend of man, his guide to bliss on high.” 
Pilgrim Stranger. 
P.S. My brethren, the Society of Friends, ex- 
communicated friend Dean for altering one article 
of his faith as above. Is it right, according to Scrip- 
ture, to excommunicate a brotheror sister, on the 
account of differing in opinion? =P. STRANGER. 
REMARKS. 





our Correspondent, we shall state as a preliminary, 


It is gratifving to us to learn, that Friend William 
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Dean’s exit from this transitory state was composed 
and consolatory. It could not be a happy one. For 
we should do violence to his character for benevo- 
lence, were we to declare that he cherished no de- 
sire for the future glory of all his brethren of the 
human famuy. Happiness consists in the posses- 
sion of numerous desires, whose conceptions are 
followed by full fruition. Friend Dean’s desire for 
all men’s glory, wanted the one thing needful— 
faith in the promises. The foundation of true hap- 
piness is laid; which, according to Paul, is Jesus 
Christ. Friend Dean’s comparatively good lite, 
might afford him hope for himself; according to his 
peculiar principles of education. But, for us, living 
or dying, we can never be happy short of the glori- 
ous assurance that all our brethren shall participate 
in the “life and immortality which is brought to 
light by the Gospel,” and secured, for all, by the 
promises of a faithful and unchangeable God. The 
arms of our mercy are extended to the very borders 
and outskirts of creation. Our God “ is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or 
think ;” to whom, and to whom alone, be ascribed 
unceasing glory, dominion, wisdom and power, 
throughout all ages—Amen! 

Note—We believe it to be our duty, and the duty 
of all men, to imitate the “long suffering” of God, 
and to bear with one another so long as God bears 
It is our opinion, that we shall not err by 
He associated 


with us. 
following the example of Christ. 
with sinners. He was without sin. How absurd then, 
for sinners to refuse the company of sinuers, 
because they are jealous of their holiness! For our- 
selves, we should smile at a bull of excommunica- 
tion, however dignified the sinner who vented it. 
—>—- 
ORTHODOX SLANDER. 

The following, first published in the Mirror, is 
copied from the Boston Recorder, a publication de- 
voted to the interests of men who “ make merchan- 
dize” of souls. This attempt “ cunningly to devise 
fables,” and mislead the mind of the public relative 
to the principles of their religious opponents, is dis- 
honest, dishonourable, and wicked. Universalists 
are the only people we know, who contend that 
there is a hell for all sinners, from which there is 
no escape. They declare in the impressive lan- 
guage of the prophet (Psa. ix. 17.) “ The wicked 
shall be turned into Hell ; all the nations that forget 
God.” Who are those, who teach, that the wicked, 
if they repent, shall not be turned into Hell ? Who 
teach, that the non-elect only shall be turned into 
Hell ? That the elect, however wicked they may be, 
however they may forget God, shall be saved from 
Hell, and go unpunished? If these Hell-preachers 
believed the wicked would be turned into Hell, we 
think they would bridle their tongues some times. 

* Heaven and Hell.—If we are to believe there 
is no such place as hell, we must believe also, that 
there is no such place as heaven. Heaven most 
sertainly is not precisely such a place as the clouds, 
or sky ; nor is hell such a place precisely as a dark, 
terrible, bottomless pit, or a lake of fire. Heaven 
actually exists, and God describes it by comparing 
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it to the sky, the noblest object which all men ¢, 
After the same manner he describes hell, by com. 
paring it the grave, a pit, outer darkness, & 
But if heaven far exceeds in glory the skies which 
we behold, let the careless sinner tremble while |, 
considers what hell must be, to represent which tho 
most gloomy and dreadful of all natural objects ar 


utterly inadequate.” Mirror. 
—>>———- 
REQUEST. 

As we are desirous of making out a Biogr. 
phical Sketch of our late esteemed Brothe; 
ELHANAN WINCHESTER, We earnestly solicit from 
our friends, particularly from those in Philadelphia, 
New-York, and Hartford, all the information whic) 
they can give us of him, of the events of his life, of 
his religious labours and successes. Whatever be 
the information of this kind, which our friends pos. 
sess or will procure for us, it would be most grat 
fully received by The Editors of the Magazine. 

—~—>— 
“THE GAZETTEER.” 

We are happy to observe that Br. KNEELAND hye 
recommenced his publication. It is entitled “ Th 
Gazetteer.” The following are the conditions of the 
work: Each number of the Gazetteer will contain 
eight large quarto pages, on fine white paper and 
handsome type. It will be published every Wed- 
nesday evening throughout the year, at Three Dol- 
lars per annum, payable half yearly in advance. At 
the end of the volume, a handsome title page and 
table of contents will be added, without any addi 
tional charge to the subscribers. 

—>_—- 
NOTICES. 

The Basement story of the New Church, corner 
of Prince and Orange streets, will in future be open- 
ed for worship of the “ God of the whole earth,” 
every Sabbath, at half-past ten in the morning; 
half-past two in the afternoon ; and at half-past six 
o’clock in the evening. It will be opened every 
Thursday evening, at seven o’clock, when it is ex- 
pected our Br. Mitchell will officiate. Our Br. 
King is expected to preach to-morrow. 

—>—- 

{> Distant Subscribers who are in arrears for 
the Gospel Herald, are informed, that tivey can for- 
ward the sums due, per mail, directed to James 
Haut, Treasurer, No. 454 Pearl-street, New-York, 
without paying the postage. No objection can now 
remain to this mode of conveyance, on account o! 
the expense. 

—=>—- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—cen. u. 7. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even- 
ing uext, at half past 6 o’clock. 
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